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2026 New Year Message of Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment and Tourism.

As Sri Lanka enters the New Year 2026, the Ministry reaffirms its commitment to rebuilding
the nation through principled global engagement, dignified foreign employment, and a
modern, sustainable tourism economy. This is a moment for disciplined reform and renewed
confidence.

Sri Lanka’s foreign policy is being advanced with clarity and balance strengthening bilateral
and multilateral partnerships, restoring international trust, and positioning the country as a
reliable and constructive global partner. Diplomacy today must directly support economic
recovery, investment, trade access, and national security.

Foreign employment remains a vital pillar of our economy. In 2026, the Ministry’s priority is
to protect Sri Lankan workers abroad, expand safe and legal migration pathways, improve
skills recognition, and ensure dignity, welfare, and fair treatment for every Sri Lankan serving
overseas. A skilled and protected workforce strengthens both remittances and national
credibility.

Tourism is being repositioned toward quality, sustainability, and resilience. Our focus is on
environmentally responsible tourism, higher value offerings, regional balance, and global
standards that protect communities while enhancing Sri Lanka’s international brand.

Rebuilding Sri Lanka requires institutional strength, clean governance, and active
engagement with the world. Guided by the Government’s vision, the Ministry will continue
to work with international partners, the private sector, and the Sri Lankan diaspora to secure
growth, opportunity, and long-term national stability in 2026 and beyond.
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